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INTERNATIONAL GREEK LANGUAGE DAY 
Statement by Member for Hillarys 

MR P.A. KATSAMBANIS (Hillarys) [12.51 pm]: Madam Acting Speaker — 
[Words spoken in Greek.] 
Today we speak Greek in the heart of democracy in Western Australia to honour International Greek Language Day. 
The official day was earlier this month, on 9 February, which was set to coincide with the date on which the great 
Greek poet Dionysios Solomos died. Here in Western Australia, Greek is spoken every single day. There are 
thousands of words in the English language that derive from Greek, including the word “democracy” itself. 
Yesterday was International Mother Language Day. Despite being born in Australia, Greek was my mother 
language and I did not speak English until I started school. That was certainly not a disadvantage; in fact, being 
able to speak Greek was a major advantage and being able to speak two languages was also a major advantage. 
I acknowledge and thank all the people who help to maintain the Greek language in Western Australia including the 
very successful St Andrew’s Grammar school in Dianella; our Greek Orthodox churches; the Hellenic Community 
of Western Australia; the Evangelismos parish, which runs after-hour schools; the Greek Consulate in Perth and 
Mr Antonios Koliadis, who has worked tirelessly to promote the Greek language and is here today; and all the local 
community groups that celebrate our Greek language and traditions. I am proud to be able to say that I can speak, 
read and write Greek. It has helped me along the way in my life. I encourage everyone in Western Australia to learn 
a second language to help us expand our knowledge and understanding of other cultures. 
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